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General Information for Tenants

Many Tenants who are presently living in houses managed by Tamil Senior Citizens
Association (Canberra) Housing Sub-Committee, signed their two years tenancy agreement
long time ago. Those agreements have now expired. According to the Residential Tenancy
Law and regulations of ACT, when the tenancy agreement expires, the tenants continue on a
month to month periodical tenancy which can be terminated with two week notice. Such
tenants have two options:

1. Continue on a month to month periodical tenancy, ready to vacate on two week
notice, OR

2. Sign a new two years tenancy agreement extending the current tenancy.
If a new agreement is signed, they will be assured of a house for the next two years.
If any tenant wishes to sign a new agreement for another two years, he or she should
contact the Tamil Seniors, Canberra, for further action.

Chairman,
Tamil Senior Citizens Association (Canberra) Housing Sub-Committee.
11, Bromby Street, Isaacs, ACT 2607. 28th May 2017
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GRANTS FROM ACT GOVERNMENT

As a symbol of commitment and support for the SENIORS Community of Canberra,

the ACT Government made two grants to our Association.

1. A Community grant for Tenancy Management and Tenancy Support. With this
grant, we were able to carry out the following activities:

(a) Trip to a Nursing Home at Cowra to visit a senior couple who were formerly
very active members of our Association. This was a very timely visit because,
soon after, the gentleman passed away.

(b) Picnic to Sydney Murugan Temple, Opera House and the Royal Botanical
Garden. Tenants, members, family members and friends numbering 28 joined
this picnic.

(c) Two BBQs for members, tenants, family members and invitees, one in
November 2016 and one in May 2017.

(d) Paid subsidy for Exercise classes for tenants and members in our hall.

(e) Paid for production of our News Letter, Kavolai, for tenants and members.

2. A Digital Grant: With this grant-
We purchased a LENOVO LAPTOP- Idea Centre, All in One, and
an EPSON EB-U 130 PROJECTOR, for use in our office and Community Hall.

THANKS TO THE ACT GOVERNMENT ON BEHALF OF OUR MEMBERS AND TENANTS.
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BARBECUE ON 20™ MAY 2017.
A BBQ was held for the TSCA members, tenants, family members and invitees

Yes, it was a real success. A large number of our members, tenants, family members and
invitees attended. All participated with flowing enthusiasm. Our Social Secretary and our
Treasurer did most of the spade work. Other members and friends, old and young helped to
make the event a success.

We had eminent representation from MARRS, Canberra Tamil Association and Canberra
Tamil School. Invitees from ACT Housing sent excuse messages, but their inspiration and
support was with us.

Members of three generations were around. Amidst the BBQ, we also had cutting of cake
and singing of happy birthday for a senior member of ours.

It was a pleasure to see all sitting together and enjoying the BBQ, reminding a line from the
famous Sri Andal’s Thirupavai:-

'‘Fnlq @QHHCH G6lIHGH6 @ FLDLIMeUTU "
Most of the expected people attended and the most expected rain and flood did not come.
The weather was warm and bright and we had the full co-operation of NATURE.

The Association thanks each and every person who participated and made the event a great
success.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 2017

At the last committee meeting held on Sat 27th May 2017, it was decided to hold the next
AGM on Sat 12th August 2017 at the TSCA hall.

Monthly meeting for June is on the 3™ Saturday as usual.
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TENANCY WITH

TAMIL SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION (CANBERRA) HOUSING SUB-
COMMITTEE (TSCAHSC)

GENERAL INFORMATION

TSCAHSC is a Community housing provider. It is a small scale provider, therefore contacts and
communications between the provider and the tenants are easy and convenient.

ACT Housing has rented out some houses to TSCAHSC for sub-letting to low/ medium income group
applicants looking for houses.

These houses are owned by the ACT Housing. Houses are given out only to applicants who are
nominated by ACT Housing. Interested persons should first apply to ACT Housing, requesting for a
house and should get registered with the ACT Housing. In the application, they should choose
Community housing as an option in addition to Public housing--this is necessary to be considered for
a Community House, if a public house is not available. The waiting time for a Community house is
shorter than for a Public house. If the applicant does not choose Community housing as an
alternative, ACT Housing will not send their name to Community housing providers. They will not be
considered for Community houses even if vacant community houses are available. Applicants are
advised to choose Tamil Seniors Community Housing as a second preference while Public Housing is
the first preference.

Rent Payable
Rent payable to houses managed by TSCAHSC consist of two elements:

A- Rebated rent:- This rent is fixed by ACT Housing and is collected by ACT Housing, from
TSCAHSC. This rent is 25% of the assessable income of the tenant and family. For calculation
of rebated rent, tenants have to submit their income statements to ACT Housing through
TSCAHSC.

Rebated rent is a concessional rent, lower than the market rent applicable to the house.

B- Commonwealth Rent Assistance (CRA):- This is an assistance granted by the Commonwealth
Government, through the Centrelink. Those who get Public houses are not entitled for CRA.
Those who get Community houses are entitled for CRA on application. Tenants of TSCAHSC
houses collect the CRA and pay that also as part of the rent.

CRA is about $120 to $130 per fortnight for a house hold. Eligibility and the actual amount of
CRA depends on the circumstances of the household.

Rents are payable fortnightly in advance. TSCAHSC will pay the rebated rent to ACT Housing and will
in turn collect Rebated rent plus CRA from the tenant. TSCAHSC retains only the CRA.

Total rent payable to TSCAHSC house will appear higher than rent payable to a public house. It
should be noted that CRA is included in TSCAHSC house rent, but not in public house rent. This CRA
is not paid by the tenant from his or her purse. The Tenant gets the CRA from Centrelink if the house
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is a Community house; the tenant does not get CRA if the house is a public house. The cost to the
tenant is the same in both cases.

Tenants are required to deposit a rental bond equal to 4 weeks rent amount. The rental bond will be
kept by the Rental Bond office. When the tenancy finally ends, the bond money is refundable to the
tenant subject to any deductions for damages.

Repairs and Maintenance

Any repairs and maintenance work on the houses will be carried out by ACT Housing. The actual
tenants are tenants of TSCAHSC and not ACT Housing tenants. So, if any repairs or maintenance
work is required, tenants will contact TSCAHSC and TSCAHSC will co-ordinate the work through ACT
Housing.

Income Statements

Tenants will be required to submit income statements 6 monthly and whenever there are significant
changes in income, for periodic revision of rebated rent. The revision will be done by ACT Housing.

Care of the House

Tenants are expected to look after the house allocated to them with care without causing any
damages. Tenants are also not allowed to make any alterations to the building or to install any
fixtures of a permanent nature without the prior approval of the ACT Housing in writing, obtained
through the TSCAHSC.

Membership of Tamil Senior Citizens Association, Canberra

TSCAHSC tenants are also required to become members of Tamil Senior Citizens Association,
Canberra, remain members throughout the period of the tenancy and take part in the Association’s
activities. This requirement applies only if they are qualified to join the Association. To qualify, they
need to be of minimum age 50 years, permanent residents or citizens of Australia who subscribe
towards the objectives of the Association.

TSCA Housing sub-committee

The Association has a Housing Sub-Committee of which, at least two members are tenants. The
tenants are free to make representations to this sub-committee.

For more detailed information about tenancy matters in the ACT, tenants are advised to refer:-

1. 100 “Standard Residential Tenancy Terms “ as provided under Schedule 1, Residential
Tenancies Act, 1997 and

2. The renting book which provides a guide to rights and responsibilities as a tenant, property
owner or real estate agent.

Chairman,

TSCA Housing Sub-Committee. 28th May, 2017
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Department of Territories and L ocal Government

HOUSING BRANCH
MAINTAINING YOUR HOME

i jiting from
Housing Branch is responsible for most repairs and maintenance resulting

wear and tear and for the painting of your home. ‘ e
However, as tenant you are responsible for a number of minor maintenance
items and for repairs which are not the result of fair wear and tearf :

The following list gives an indication of the types of maintenance o

which you are responsible.

e Replacement of keys, light globes, drain plugs etc.
e Eradication of household pests ¢
e Clearing flues, chimneys, gutters, downpipes
® Easing of doors to clear carpets
® Repairs to any improvement not erected by the Commonwea!th
e Alteration of laundry water services to operate washing

machines (Prior written approval must be obtained from the Maintenance Section)
If you are unable to undertake these tasks yourself, you should engage
private contractors to do the work. In particular, electrical, plumbing and

e carried out by qualified tradesmen and all electrical

drainage work must b a
work also must be inspected and approved by the ACT Electricity Authority
If you are unsure of your responsibilities in this area you should contact

the Maintenance Section.
If any maintenance requirements are the responsibility of the
Commonwealth you should contact the Maintenance Section as indicated below

E(l)ﬁgli;aplo 8 s light switches, &t Electrical
wer points, light switches, stoves, For po : : '
hot water element, electric heating, e'efﬁefzz‘g;:‘i‘s'hlé%r;itnsgw“:'?zes. S"g;'e:".“hm o
wiring problems. Telephone — 48 3350 . Te"g)%”e ‘548 3350
Plumbing 'l:’lumbing
B i, leciking tollet systems, or leaking taps, tenant res ibili
i v Blocked drains outside Qo
Telephone — glortrrw‘side Depot 4NN e . . 3303
- Ai?t:r l-si::i?r EGDOt 28 233‘1)? B:\%?keg ?rains inside — try yoil?slg'f]stfe o
unblock first — any problems telepho L o
Roof leaks, leaking toilets — s .
Telephone — Northside
— Southside 80 3303
3il Heaters
ulcan — Telephone 81 0022
[ Malleys — Telephone 49 7195
For a,zy general maintenance you F J
.o Or urgent maintenanc
€ only
shou s . telephone:
e o e oueiny e s
and Local Government oy rHows 3350
andLocal A A'ﬂer Hours —80 3311
CANBERRA CITY ACT 2601 L
X T A 303 IS OO X
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PRIZE WINNING STORY
AT SCHOOLS WRITING COMPETITION
CONDUCTED BY
PENS AGAINST POVERTY
DURING
ANTI POVERTY WEEK
2016 THEME

“PLAYING FAIR”

STORY BY: ANUJA SRIRAVI

FINALS JUDGE

JACKIE FRENCH

AUTHOR
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POOR FAMILY
BY ANUJA SRIRAVI, Yr 5, 56JC,@ HARRISON SCHOOL, ACT

Some years ago, in Sri Lanka, there was a boy called Thanush. He only had his
mum and one sister. The dad died before Thanush’s sister was born. The dad
was killed by tsunami. His sudden death gave a severe shock to the family.

Since then Thanush’s family has been very poor. The dad was the only bread
winner. They lived a hand to mouth life. They had no savings for the future.
They had enough money to send Thanush to school, but they were homeless.
Thanush was sad every day since his dad died. His lonely mother was helpless.

Thanush’s mother listened to the advice of some good people. She applied to
migrate to Australia. The application was approved. Thanush came to Australia
with his mother and sister as refugees.

The family settled down in Canberra. They found Canberra a very expensive
city to live in. The family had no money to take a house on rent and to pay for
food, clothing, medical expenses and schooling costs.

The family suffered a lot for some months. The assistance they got from
Centrelink was not at all enough for a good living. The mother did not have
good knowledge of English to go to work. She also had to care for a small
daughter. She had no money to send the daughter to child care.
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The teacher at Thanush’s school observed Thanush looked always tired. She
understood he was poorly fed. Other students found Thanush weak and
started to bully him. He felt very depressed. He even wished he could go back
to Sri Lanka. The new environment scared him very much. This gave a lot of
worry to the mother. The mother sought advice from many people on how to
get over the problem.

Thanush’s family is a Tamil family from Sri Lanka. His mother applied to Tamil
Senior Citizens Association of Canberra for assistance. Tamil Senior Citizens
Association interviewed Thanush’s family. They were satisfied that the family
was genuinely in difficulty. The Association helped them to obtain a
Community house at cheap rent. They also undertook to look after Thanush’s
school expenses, on condition Thanush had to attend school regularly and
show good progress in his studies. Thanush and his mother agreed to this
condition.

All this helped Thanush’s family a great deal. After this Thanush did well in
school. He made some good friends. He enjoyed playing cricket with them. The
family was very happy that Australia had good anti-poverty measures. The
family was very pleased they were helped. Thanush’s mother wished that
Thanush’s dad was around to see how well the family was going and how
happy they were in Australia.

The mother is now very brave. She is not scared of the future. She started
attending classes to improve her English.

Thanush asked his mum, because he was good in school, whether she could
allow him join a cricket club. His mother said, “OK, now | have enough money
to send you.”
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&) (Ir 61 600T600T LD 606V & B & ITUI6L T Iflaueuid QFLAISM S LIGSS M 66T & EbLD,
NS&HNS LN eTeorm) BIFMsflHG0n @LSISFTlsEbLID S&ITIerL.
BTHMTeoor(h&MeVLDTUI @B S DG GG QF6V6VIfl5 S8 Q& MevorL.(H& & LD
FevorL_MemLnem W 6THTH S Hrmaill @uisH&1D CLOMG & TEUoTL. 3,8 85LL, T 6 L0 60T
BL6ULY 86005 G6T 62(IH 556011 HITEVIG & ITEOTE0IEM.

ICHCLIM6Y, @B FLOW SIMBlemnevUISSHIemnm 50866V BloiauLiLL L 6ussL| Uil
2 aTerfll L 9|78 FmiL 260708 eminLiL&erfleor Lievoflgertley GNmLiLime:Ge
QEFWLLLTY. UGSSM6] Q&ML HTEFTES @ (HHESCLTHID, @emm HLOLI&Gemns
Q& TeooTL L0 & &6Tl60T 3|T8 H6E0TSI TG 6T60T HeM6VEHT BleBLIG ST,

WDSFFTTUDM ST 6T6TLIS Sem6etTs Sl DG HIS6Tflawd @b allevs BlhHmev
6T60T LI &S TE0T QILIMIB6IT. 24,6076V, FNmiLImeiTen o ulleoTflem LGl 2_enFulmmHmILDCLIMSI,
@\H S 6TedTMTeL FH([HL 6T eTedT SN GILI LNetT LUTTEss QM o1& TTHem
SIMEOTHHMPGE S FLmMLGSL () QFUlaugl 6TlILILG aleTd @6l si?.

6TD.&). 9 fl60T QL FlE&5MeLEH 6L GILIHLD GUMTTTLLBISEESHGL LIME& Ceusry
GamLlemnL ey RevsetorGLevalTT Flemev LITHeaqenL Q& UWLILILL &I
SO E 55855 H ([HeuevorerTemev CHTUN6 GLUTLINCaq LD 6TlD.83). oy 6T
S Fulev GMHSGTETETLILIL L Il FmLiL.

1991-60 QL F1&G 6UHS QRQUIEVENSIT, HTET (H 60T LOHAITSE) 6TETLIENS
DEMESTHT. QRQWeVeINST AT CHTUNLGE6T 6L GLOMG & TETTL. | 60T60TS TEOTLD
PSS W 660TmI 6T60T6LITLD. FLDQMET BB TeTLIM & MeoT N If1G SIT& 6T eLp6uLd
QIPEISLILGIS WD @55 & B LEIGe6Tler BLAWTHEa LMT&H&6MD. "FTDHEH S
@B W mellev Gamuiley &L LM CaummIGs &L (heugl? ereor adleoredl, S ymedlL
umybuflugemns SIS TEF UL WD MelSSTT QQUIeVedSIT.

Syl @QUSSHSH T LGSSM6] S Q& MaTensSHen6T 1967 NSV HTmaill S|J8&6iT
WWEHS WPWESLI LNeTLMNeTemel 6T6dTMI Sn M @)UIGVMSI. SIS HeDL (DM M

FISH WD 3(60TMI. @) 55601607 HlEVEOWILNTS 2 0TI HSHS TG QUIlWTT C&I56v
LITen & em Ul 6J60T CHTHR S H &5 6N6V6m6V 6T60TLIEN S 2_600TTEVITLD. JL60TTE, LS BLDLI e &
Q& MevoT L QLIHAUMIfIULITET LDE86M6T 2_6T6TL_ &8 &5 60T 62(H L& @ UIMhIG (DLULD.
FLOJFBIGHEM6T GLMG G TEooT L TELS 6T L Flenwl L1988 (LOLQUJLD 6T6OTLISI _600T60ILN.
HEMEVEH([H&H G LD, ORQWeVeISTMEGLID @6mL GUIWITET Q& MeTemn& LI 6Ll BIL LILDTS
Sl euFsserfler LgsNCUWML] 2 MFHQWMLHenl &6l6fleH TG CLIMSILDTETS.
"ETEFML S 158 2 MIF) So ' TETLITT &H6M6VEHIT. 24,6007 L6)60T LS 2 6m6uoT UL (B

2 MIFCWMHLITT Qe3uievedsIT.

FrmeilL @UISSSH MEMT G560 6U&H6T @) 6TenllD @)6oTmID L&&F(LNET6meT. @Il emnL&
GEUDETHEBLD, H601HCSHTEHEBHLD 3I5MEHTET &ITTE0TSHMS 2_(HeUTHDS 60615 SI6TET6T.
SLE0TITEL @\ LIGLITENS W (GHLD6V 2_aULILITETSH TS G)6V6M6V 6T60TLIGSEH 2_600T60ILO.

eoflLnevfl & T 66T HeumisEbD, efDFR &EHLD, @)Ul& S5 5 60T
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FHaMIGCeTT, afPFRACWIT W&HTE. HITalll QUHSEHLD ATFUW, Fepsd, Qoml,
LIeooT LIM(H @) 6uUmenm 6T6L6VITaUMEMMUILD 2 6T6m L &5 Ul 4,607 LIS LD -, & U So MIG6MTI6V,

TR Wemev LI LI6ooT LML 19607 S{emLWIMeTLD eTeoTLIM CUmTHR W Q&IT. LTS 616dT.

SLOILD LIGToTLITL 19607 96mLWMeTd S ymeilL b g meor.

GeiTen et SI1F &5 albS HHEHHE HeMLIIITS @ hHHS BhFHenuwl "Fm6Cm allev & ull(pLb
L6’ 6TedT MM IITLD SleUQLIHLOTEIT. UmEFedlev BledTm HH & 60T C8smulled 6 Q&6
Flov 19 HCaT BHEM6U. HS Flev 3|1 HEN6TE &L [5SI HIHEHen 6T GaHTUlleL 2_aTCem

I DIIDF) G5 615560607 BITMHMTEooT(H &6 CHemaULILIL L 60T? 3jem6oTs S &M uil6or(hLb
STEFHITSH @)60TIID 6TEUAIATE] &HITEVID HTHH (HEE CaletoT(HILD? SIeUenT S rmell
QU &SI CHemaULILIL (HE&6 &ML @ (HEHESLD.
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THE WORLD HAILS

TAMIL
BY
MU.THIRUVENGADAM

MOST HIGHLY CULTIVATED
LANGUAGE

Tamil is the most highly cultivated language and possesses the richest store

of indigenous literature.
MAX MULLER
OLDEST LANGUAGE

Being Dravidians, the inhabitants of North India naturally spoke a
Dravidian language in which the earliest proportion of the words used are
found in Tamil. This confirms the common belief that Tamil is the oldest

of the present languages.
REV.HERAS
NO LANGUAGE THAN TAMIL

No language combines greater force with equal brevity than Tamil and it
may be asserted that no human speech is more close and philosophic in its
expression as an exponent of the mind than Tamil.

REV.PERCIVAL
TAMIL WORDS

Sanskrit, Hebrew, Greek - The three classical languages of the world

contain Tamil words in their vocabulary.
RHYS DAVIDS
DISPENSE WTH SANSKRIT

Tamil can readily dispense with the greater part or whole of Sanskrit and
by dispensing with it rises to a pure and more refined style whereas
English cannot abandon its Latin without abandoning perspercuity.

DR. CALD WELL
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GREAT CULTURAL LANGUAGE

Tamil is one of the great cultural languages of the World. It is the classical
language in the true sense of the term and it is at the same time a living

language.
DR. KAMIL ZVELEBIL

MOST COPIOUS, REFINED, POLISHED

Tamil is one of the most copious, refined and polished languages spoken by

| TAYLOR

PRODUCTS OF ELABORATE CIVILISATION

As it is known to us, the Tamil language and civilisation are the products
of a very long period of a somewhat elaborate civilisation.

DR. GILBERT SLATER

MORE POLISHED, EXACT, MORE COPIOUS

It is not perhaps extravagant to say that in its poetic form the Tamil is
more polished and exact than Greek, and, in both dialectswith its
borrowed~treasures, more copious than Latin. In its fullness and power, it
more resembles English and German more than any other language.

DR. WINSLOW

IF I FEEL SORRY FOR ANYTHING

I at all I feel sorry for anything in my life, it is for the opportunity I could
not get to learn Tamil - the noble language.

MAHATAMA GANDH
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